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President’s Message
Scott Huffer, O.D.

EyeDocScott@gmail.com
Cell: 617-549-2629 Work: 603-882-0311

As I write this message it seems I
am winding down my term as
president of the NHOA. I have
made the difficult decision to
serve a 1-year term to be able to
focus my energy more on my
family and business. I have
learned so much in my years
moving up through the chairs and
have grown greatly as a person
and leader. I am very grateful for the opportunity.
Who would have thought when I started this
process that I would be president during a global
pandemic and the retirement of our beloved Brian
Klinger. Thank goodness for the hard work of the
board members who have stepped up immensely
to help work through these challenges. I am proud
of how our board pivoted and held a very
successful virtual CE series this year. I am also
proud of how we quickly and safely got back to in
person CE in April. The transition to our new
Executive Director, Curtis Barry, is a longer-term
process but also one I am excited about.
(Continued on page 2)
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A new executive director and the evolving pandemic landscape add up to a lot of change and growth
for our organization and this is just the beginning. The board is looking at an AOA program called
Personify to help manage our membership database. This program would assist in collecting dues
and event registration, relieving a great burden from our treasurer and executive director and also
making it easier for our membership. We are also strongly considering contracting with a
bookkeeper to add a layer of financial protection and accountability. Each of these programs while
costly will likely be entirely offset by savings on credit card processing fees with Personify. I am
hopeful that these changes will free up precious energy from our board members to spend on
profession related activities like legislation and third-party issues.
It is inevitable that we will experience some growing pains as we implement these changes over the
next few years. As always, we welcome your feedback particularly in person at our October meeting
in Portsmouth or February in North Conway. However, please be patient as we learn new ways of
doing things and consider volunteering to help shape the future of our organization and profession.
Thank you all for your continued support and the important work that you do.
Scott Huffer OD, FAAO
NHOA president
"One can choose to go back toward safety or forward toward growth. Growth must be chosen
again and again; fear must be overcome again and again." - Abraham Maslow
"We can't become what we need to be by remaining what we are." - Oprah Winfrey

Drs. Griffin, Huffer, & Tseng
at Optometry’s Meeting
June 2021, Denver, CO

Optometry’s Meeting
June 15-19, 2022
Chicago, IL
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NHOA Communication Changes
By now you likely have noticed changes in our communications with you. First,
NHOA now has an email address associated with our web domain ExecutiveDirector@NHEyeDoctors.com.
While we may add additional email
addresses for officers down the road, this is the email address you should use to
contact the NHOA office. Lora McMahon is working with Curtis on the association
management and will be the front line on communications.
You should also have noticed our comprehensive emails over the past few weeks. Our aim is to
send regular communication, hopefully at the end of the week, with NHOA news, updates & other
timely information. Importantly, if you haven't been receiving these emails, first please check your
"junk folder" or "spam folder". They may come in identified as "NHOA". If you're not getting the
emails and they are not in the junk or spam folder, please email us from the email address that
should be used.
There's more in the works, stay tuned!
The NHOA is in the process of getting a new mailing address in
Concord. In the meantime, please contact the Executive Director’s
office at ExecutiveDirector@NHEyeDoctors.com if you need to
physically send something to the NHOA.

NHOA Spotlight
Mr. Curtis Barry, NHOA Executive Director
August 1, 2021, Mr. Curtis Barry became the new Executive Director of
the NHOA. Curtis is a familiar face to the Association working as the
NHOA Lobbyist for 22 years. In January 2019 he ventured out on his
own to open Barry Government Relations. The Officers and Directors
are very excited to be working with Mr. Barry in this additional capacity
as we transition the operations of the Association. Curtis and his
wife, Karen, live in Concord. They have a daughter who recently
graduated college and is working as a registered nurse at Concord
hospital and two college-age sons. In his free time he enjoys skiing
and reading historical non-fiction.

Ms. Lora McMahon
Lora McMahon has joined the NHOA in support of Executive Director, Curtis
Barry. She'll be helping with all aspects of the association's management,
including events, communications, and membership. Lora is also Vice
President of Events & Membership for the Business and Industry Association
of NH. She's worked with the BIA for over six years in a similar capacity
focusing on event logistics, sponsorships, membership development, and
communications. Before the BIA, Lora worked in the hospitality industry at
destination properties across the country. In her free time, she enjoys
travelling, hiking, and the beach. Lora lives in Bow with her son Aidan and her
two dogs. She is thrilled to be a part of the NHOA and looks forward to getting
to know all of you!
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A Note from the State Board
Please remember that since the Governor’s Emergency Order expired in June, Class I CE is back to in-person
classes for the remainder of 2021. To complete your CE hours, you may choose to take advantage of up to 8
hours of Alternative CE during 2021. This CE is sponsored by a college of optometry or state association in
the form of such things as webinars or periodicals. Please note that Alternative CE requires a test with a
passing grade that must be submitted with your license renewal documents in the Spring.
Those with a DEA license have an opioid CE requirement. A sample of webinars related to opioids or pain
management is listed on the Board of Registration website, https://www.oplc.nh.gov/board-optometry, under
the opioid prescribing tab. Three hours will have to have been taken during 2020 and/or 2021 for your license
renewal next year.
As always, feel free to direct questions to the Board at the website.
Guy R Lessard, OD
State Board President

The Governor’s Executive Order allowing CE
to be completed through remote instruction ended July11,
30 days after the State of Emergency expired.

The following companies (as of March 2021) are registered as
out of state contact lens dispensers
with the NH Board of Registration in Optometry:
ARLINGTON CONTACT LENS SERVICES, INC
CONTACT FILL, LLC
COSTO WHOLESALE CORPORATION
CVC AOC SERVICES LLC
ESSILOR LUXOTTICA CANADA, INC
EYECONIC, INC
LES ENTREPRISES LESIEUR, INC
SIGHT SUPPLY, INC
VISION PATH, INC
VISIONWORKS DOCTORS OF OPTOMETRY
WALGREENS
WISCONSIN VISION ASSOCIATE, INC
If you receive a request from an entity not listed above the Office of Professional Licensure and Certification
should be notified. Please fill out a complaint form found on the OPLC website at www.oplc.nh.gov/reportnon-compliance.

Please note that regardless if a seller is registered or not with the State of NH,
Federal law requires that you respond to contact lens verifications appropriately.
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COMMITTEE NEWS AND NOTES
INTERNAL OPERATIONS

Dr. Scott Huffer EyeDocScott@gmail.com

Audit Dr. Winnie Tseng Winnie.W.Tseng@gmail.com
NHOA Audit Committee Report 2020
The audit committee of the NHOA held a Zoom meeting on April 29, 2021 to review the 2020
financial reports. Drs. Griffin and Caban participated in the meeting, along with Drs. Klinger and
Martin, who served as advisors.
The committee reviewed the 2020 Budget versus the Actual Income/Expense Report. Not
surprisingly, a number of items were not in line with what the NHOA had budgeted prior to the onset
of the pandemic. Without the usual in-person CE meetings, income generated from dues and CE
meetings fell short of what was budgeted. At the same time, expenses also decreased from the
budgeted (e.g. travel expenses decreased by more than 50% as Optometry’s Meeting was
reconfigured to a virtual mode). A review and verification was conducted on line-by-line expense
subcategories.
The bank statements, accounting ledger balance and various account balances were reviewed and
found to be in good order. In particular, despite the challenges brought on by the pandemic, the
financial health of the NHOA remains in excellent standing, notably contributed by the gains the
Association has made in their investment funds.
The committee noted that the NHOA has a higher-than-industry expectation of reserve funds from
our best practices in the investment account. As such, the committee respectively submits a
suggestion to the NHOA board of directors and financial officers for their consideration: The longterm reserve funds have the potential to be used for long range strategic planning, in line with
members’ vision of the future practice of optometry.
The safeguards, bylaws, mechanics and authorization procedures in place for handling income,
maintaining a certain percentage of our investment funds and disbursements were reviewed. A
certain amount of liquid reserve funds are consistently set aside to protect the NHOA against
unforeseen events resulting in catastrophic market drop.
The NHOA’s fiscal responsibility to its members is further reviewed in the nuances of the checks
and balances occurring between members, the Board of Directors, the Executive Director, the
President and the Treasurer of the NHOA. For example, the NHOA has an insurance policy
indemnifying the Association against any wrongful/fraudulent acts from its Executive Director and
Treasurer.

In addition, the committee deems it pertinent that members are aware of the procedures in place on
the authorized use of the NHOA credit card. Specifically, the President and Treasurer (who do not
have signature powers on the NHOA credit card) are responsible in approving the NHOA’s monthly
credit card statements, prior to payment of charges incurred on those statements. The Executive
Director, who holds the signature power on the NHOA credit card, is responsible for any explanation
of charges on the credit card and making the appropriate payments.
In summary, the committee is pleased with the current status, safeguards and procedures in the
financial conduct of the NHOA. On behalf of the Association, we are grateful for the efforts of Brian
and Donna, as well as the investment committee (Dave, Keith and Donna) for our strong financial
stance.
Respectfully submitted by:
Winnie Tseng, O.D., Audit Committee Chair
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LEGISLATIVE

Drs. Angel Sawyer & Alison Loranger
AngeliqueSawyerOD@gmail.com
AliEyeDoc20@gmail.com
Your NHOA legislative committee is hard at
work with plans to introduce legislation this
session. Your co-chairs, Angel and Alison,
together with our lobbyist and Executive
Director, Curtis, have worked hard in building a
keyperson network, and we want to thank all of
our deducted NHOA members who are serving
as a keyperson to our legislators. We know that
legislation succeeds or fails based on the
strength of these grassroot efforts. Across the
state, our keypersons have been meeting with
their senators and setting the stage for our
legislation and have even succeeding in
securing a bill sponsor. Although we are still
working out the specifics of the bill language,
our goal is eliminating many of the restrictions
on, and thus expanding, our ability to treat
glaucoma.
If you have not yet gotten involved and would
like to, please reach out to our committee cochairs. While our primary efforts thus far have
been focused on our state senators, we will
need more help in reaching out to key players
in the House as well. When it comes time to
testify, case examples of how glaucoma
restrictions impact your practice or your patients
are extremely helpful - so please share your
stories with us. Finally, as our legislation is
introduced and progresses, please keep an eye
on your email for more legislative news and
calls to action. If every member helps to do their
part, it lightens the load for the rest and helps to
ensure our success!!

NHOA-PAC

Dr. Sarah Hudson EyeDocHUD@aol.com
To donate please send a check,
payable to the NHOA-PAC
c/o Dr. Tony Sacco,NHOA-PAC Treasurer
21 Green St, Concord, NH 03301
or forward to the NHOA office.

THIRD PARTY

Dr. Winnie Tseng
Winnie.W.Tseng@gmail.com
The Third Party Committee has surveyed
NHOA members on potential factors which
would affect accessibility of care for NH
Medicaid recipients. The results of the survey
should prove to be useful in future discussions
with the Department of Human and Health
Services on ways to increase access to eye
care for Medicaid recipients with NH Doctors of
Optometry. We thank everyone who completed
the survey as your collective voices will help us
analyze the important issues with being a
Medicaid provider, including but not limited to
low reimbursement rates, no show rates and
suboptimal hardware reimbursements.
The survey also touched on reimbursement
issues with Anthem plans, most notably the
state ofNH employees’ Anthem plans. Sixty
percent of those surveyed have indicated
difficulty
receiving
reimbursements
from
Anthem in this calendar year. We will tackle on
this issue with Anthem as we move forward and
will keep members updated.

AOA-PAC

Dr. Sarah Hetu SRadny1@gmail.com

Visit
www.aoa.org/advocacy/federal
for updates and to donate online.
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MEMBERSHIP

Dr. Kristen Bryant
KristenOBryant@gmail.com

Welcome to the NHOA!
Puneet Harisinghani, O.D
graduated from NECO
in 2021. He practices at
Excellent Vision Eye
and Laser Center and
lives in Portsmouth.
Abbie Martin, O.D.
graduated from MCPHS in 2020.
She practices at Concord Family
Vision.
Lisha Patel , O.D.
graduated from MCPHS
in 2020. She practices
at Optometric Providers
of NH in Nashua and
lives in Lowell, MA.
Nicole Leo, O.D.
graduated from UBA .
She practices at
Spindel Eye Associates
in Derry and lives in
Topsfield, MA.

AOA Membership Awards

45 Years:
Dr. Marilynn Acker
Dr. Andrew Armstrong
Dr. Joseph Razcek
25 Years:
Dr. Kelly MacDonald
Dr. Kevin Stratton
Dr. Winnie Tseng

603
Starting October 24, NH
callers will need to use
10-digit dialing (area
code + telephone #)
when making local calls.

Daylight
Savings ends

Nov 7
Turn back your
clock at 2:00 am
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MEETINGS

Drs. James Belanger & Rinita Trahan
Dr.James.Belanger@gmail.com
RinitaZanzerkia@gmail.com

Thank you to our Fall 2021 CE Sponsors!

Please visit our Fall 2021 Exhibitors

Fall 2021

Fall 2021
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Monday, October 11, Columbus Day
Thursday, October 14 World Sight Day

NHOA Board of Director Meeting
Wednesday, November 17
American Academy of Optometry
November 3-6, Boston, MA
Sunday, November 7, Daylight Savings End
Thursday, November 11, Veterans Day

Optometry’s Meeting 2022
June 15-19, McCormick Place, Chicago, IL
November is American Diabetes Month

NHOA Classified Ads
POSITIONS AVAILABLE

Eyesight Ophthalmic Services is currently seeking a full-time optometrist to work out of the Portsmouth
and Somersworth NH location. Eyesight Ophthalmic Service was founded in 1983. We are southern New
Hampshire's leading provider of eye care for adults and children. Specializing in:
- Routine Eyecare
- Cataract Surgery & Premium Lens Implants
- Contact lenses - Designer frames and sunglasses
- Macular Degeneration
- Clinical Research
- Oculoplastics
- Medical Optometry
- Glaucoma
- Dry Eye Clinic
- Medical and Surgical Retina
- Laser Vision (Clear Advantage Vision Correction Center)
We have over 85,000 active patients, 6 OD’s and 8 MD’s. Candidate will be exposed to both visual and
pathological conditions. Eyesight is also one of the most popular clinics for optometric student training
from PCO, SCO and NECCO. Some flexibility with evening hours are required, but our office is currently
not open on weekends. Good starting salary and benefit package with potential bonuses for company
growth.
Learn more about Eyesight at www.EyesightNH.com.
Send resumes to: https://recruiting.paylocity.com/recruiting/jobs/Details/593968/Eyesight-OphthalmicServices/Optometrist
Sonya Lawrence-Merritt, COO
Eyesight Ophthalmic Services, 155 Borthwick Avenue, Suite 200E, Portsmouth, NH 03801
Fax: 603-501-7856
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TEMPORARY OPTOMETRIST Dr. Richard G. Stegen, O.D. at North Country Eye Care Associates is
looking for assistance from a relief optometrist for three months, approximately 9/1 – 11/30. Ideal
candidate would be credentialed for Anthem, Cigna, Harvard Pilgrim/Health Plans, Inc., NH Medicaid
(Ambetter, NH Healthy Families), EyeMed, Medicare, and United Healthcare. If you are interested or
available, please reach out to Dr. Stegen directly at drstegen@northcountryeyecare.com.
Well established southeastern New Hampshire Optometric practice looking for full time associate
Optometrist. Rochester Eye Care Associates, PLLC is a forty-five-year-old practice with strong
connections to our community, state-of-the-art equipment and friendly support staff. We have a diverse
practice modality rooted in a medically oriented approach: comprehensive visual care, emergency care,
glaucoma, macular degeneration, dry eye, and more. Located in Rochester, NH you can practice and live
near the ocean, lakes and mountains of New Hampshire and Maine, and for more cosmopolitan pursuits a
short drive to Boston, MA and Portland, ME. Salary will be commensurate to experience; we also offer a
health plan, retirement plan, and paid time off. No evenings or weekends. Please send cover letter and CV
to kclark@rochestereye.net
New England EyeWorks is looking for an enthusiastic and compassionate optometrist to join our
team. EyeWorks is an established, yet growing clinical practice and high-performing optical in beautiful
Keene, New Hampshire, with a team dedicated to providing exceptional, full-scope medical eye care to the
Monadnock Region. If you dream of working in a place with access to year-round outdoor adventures and
a great school system, this opportunity is for you.
Keene, NH is just 2 hours from Boston, 2 hours from the NH seacoast, less than 4 hours from New York,
NY. Enjoy the New England’s beautiful mountains, hiking/biking trails, lakes, fishing, skiing, and quaint
towns while pursuing a rewarding career caring for our diverse patients.
Responsibilities & Skills:
-Provide comprehensive eye care, including contact lens fitting and evaluations to the residents of the
Monadnock Region at our Keene, NH location
-Provide medical eye care to diagnose, manage, and treat ocular conditions and diseases
-Practice full scope optometry with the latest state of the art diagnostic and therapeutic equipment
(Lipiflow, BlephX, Clarus Retinal Imaging, Cirrus OCT, Visual Field, topography, meibography, etc.)
-Desire to build a specialty within the practice
-Excellent communication skills
Qualifications:
-Doctor of Optometry degree
-New Hampshire OD license
Benefits:
-Above industry average salary commensurate with experience -Simple IRA with 3% match
-Paid holiday and vacation time
-Malpractice insurance
-Annual paid continuing education
-Health insurance
-Paid license renewal fees and state association fees
-Monthly production bonus
If you want to pursue your career in an active, award winning, community-oriented office, please apply
with your resume and cover letter.
Employment Type: Full-time
Contact: Dr. Barton Higley– drhigley@eyeworks.com
Excellent opportunity : 2-4 days / week for a therapeutic/ glaucoma certified OD to practice high quality,
medical optometry with an established, well regarded ophthalmologist in a hospital based office setting.
Located in one of the “USAs best ski towns”, we have a high tech, well equipped office and an excellent
tech and support staff.
Terms and conditions of association are open to discussion.
Please contact 603-387-1875 for more information
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Live and work where others dream to vacation! Practice in ways others dream to practice! Longestablished (95+ year), rapidly growing, private practice in northern NH, seeking 1-2 associate optometrists
to join our dynamic team. Practice full-scope medical optometry focused on the highest quality patient
care, with the latest technology and with no vision plans. Full or part time available with no weekends,
allowing you time to enjoy the beauty of the White Mountains. Locations in North Conway and Berlin, in
the heart of NH’s outdoor playground, voted USA Today #1 Ski Town and Top 5 Best Small Towns for
Adventure. Experienced ODs and New Grads welcome, medical background preferred. Competitive salary
with growth opportunities and buy-in potential. Full benefits including: health insurance; retirement plan
with employer match; paid holiday, vacation and personal time off; licensing fees and malpractice
insurance; CE expenses and more. Please send your CV/resume to angeliquesawyerod@gmail.com.
Unique partnership opportunity in long-established optometric practise with strong patient base in
Northern New Hampshire for an optometrist (or, possibly, an optometric couple) who value and enjoy the
outdoors away from urban/suburban congestion, crowding, and commuting. Three or four day work week
to allow the time to explore and enjoy a wonderful four season recreational area. Lennie Shaw, OD 44
Mason Street Berlin, NH 03570 lenniesshaw@gmail.com
HealthDrive is currently seeking an Optometrist, to work Full or Part-Time (2-5 days per week). This is
NOT a contract position.
**Opportunity for $125k Base with opportunity for bonus:
• Flexible schedules (Pick your days)
• 100% malpractice coverage
• No evening or weekend hours
• Full administrative support team
• Excellent pay and clinical autonomy
• Permanent position (no contracts)
• Established patient base
• Mileage reimbursement
• Day 1 health insurance coverage for full-time providers
• Full benefits package available for full-time providers
HealthDrive delivers on-site optometry, dentistry, podiatry, audiology, and behavioral health services to
residents in long-term care, skilled nursing and assisted living facilities. Each specialty offered by
HealthDrive is one that directly impacts the quality of daily life for the deserving residents we serve.
HealthDrive connects patients in need of vital healthcare to doctors committed to dignity and excellence.
Responsibilities: The Optometrist will provide general optometry services to the residents of nursing
homes, assisted living facilities, and long term care facilities within an assigned territory.
Essential Functions:
• Diagnose and treat refractive disorders.
• Diagnose and treat ocular disorders caused by age-related illnesses.
• Examines, diagnoses, treats, and manages diseases, injuries and disorders of the visual system, the eye,
and associated structures.
• Identifies related systemic conditions affecting the eye.
• Enters patient information and completes required clinical documentation in our cutting-edge EMR
system.
• Mobile model treatment of patients requires daily travel to skilled nursing facilities.
• Perform other duties as assigned.
Qualifications
• Doctorate of Optometry (O.D.)
• State professional license
• Valid driver’s license
• TPA certified
• Ability to work independently on a daily basis.
• Excellent written, verbal, interpersonal and organizational skills.
• Ability to use email, the internet and to learn other healthcare related software.
If interested, please call 847-404-4316
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Brian S. Klinger, O.D.
Congratulations on your retirement as NHOA Executive Director!
Thank you for your many years of service to the association
and dedication to the profession of optometry.
NHOA Executive Director 1994 - July 2021
NHOA President June 1975 - June 1977
1977 NHOA OD of the Year
2006 NHOA Distinguished Service Award
2011 AOA Distinguished Service Award
2020 AOA President’s Award

It's Hard to Be Humble
Song by Mac Davis
Oh Lord it's hard to be humble
When you're perfect in every way
I can't wait to look in the mirror
Cause I get better looking each day
To know me is to love me
I must be a hell of a man
Oh Lord It's hard to be humble,
But I'm doing the best that I can

