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President’s Message from
Erica Griffin
It has been said that time begins to pass
at an exponential rate. As we begin to
wind down the last of 2022 and end
another year, I have been finding myself
reflecting on this sentiment a lot. It’s
hard to believe that we have been living
in a COVID-19-stricken world for almost
three years now. The passage of time has been especially
strange these last few years. I still sometimes find myself
writing dates with the year 2020, even as we are quickly
closing in on 2023. Needless to say, the first year of my
serving the NHOA as president has gone by in a blink!
That being said, so much of our energy and efforts have
been going toward figuring out how to navigate the
pandemic, it feels like we’ve been in survival-mode for
nearly an eternity. But as the chaos is settling, we are
starting to see what the world is going to look like postpandemic. The optometric landscape is changing, and it is
time to start to look forward and see what exactly we want
it to be.
I’m sure you have noticed the many changes in how the
NHOA operates over the past year.
We have been
streamlining and re-prioritizing our resources, and I believe
you’ll see even further fruits of our efforts in the months to
come. We are proud of what we do with relatively little
resources; we do not have the tools available that bigger
states do, but if we focus on priorities where those
resources will have the most impact, we can continue to be
successful. Some of those tasks
ahead
will
require
universal
participation by members, but if we
are all doing our part, we can all
enjoy the benefits. We had a few
great examples of this from this
year, one being that we passed
scope
expansion
allowing
the
treatment of secondary glaucomas.
(Con nued on page 2)
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We also ensured that the pupillary distance measurements are not a required part of a
prescription. A lot of effort was put into these endeavors by a lot of people, and many
thanks to all who helped. Similarly, we are currently working to increase
reimbursement rates from the New Hampshire Medicaid plans. In order to be able to
make the case to move the dial, we need to have input and participation.
Tonight we are celebrating the inaugural awarding of the Community Impact Award to Dr.
Sylvio Dupuis. Let him be an example and an inspiration to each of us for what an optometrist
should be. May we all remember that being an optometrist goes beyond the exam lanes and into
our communities. Be it in the towns where we live, where we send our children to school, or even
amongst our peers with organizations such as the NHOA. These groups can only survive with the
contributions of its members. While we may not all have the extensive legacy of Dr. Dupuis, we
should all strive to use our influences and leave even a small impact on our own communities.

Third Party Committee Update
The TPC is surveying members about MEDICAID in order to obtain data
for policy makers involved with Medicaid reimbursement rate setting on
medical eye care services. The survey is aimed at all practice owners,
whether you take Medicaid or not. In future concerted efforts with the
State Budget Committee, we would like to ensure accessible to eye care
for Medicaid recipients through robust numbers of in-network providers
across the state. Thank you for those of you who took the time to answer the survey questions. If
you do not participate in Medicaid and have not completed the survey, please take a few seconds to
give us your feedback – we would like those making policies to understand any barriers to access in
eye care.
In our partnership at the federal level, the AOA Third Party is:
· Working with the Department of Labor to highlight the discriminatory two-tiered practice of
differences in reimbursements between ophthalmology and optometry.
· Hard at work with the US senate finance committee on concerns with misleading marketing
schemes from Medicare Advantage Plans. If you know of any bait-and-switch marketing with
these plans, please bring it to the attention of the AOA Third Party.
· Working on combining optometry and ophthalmology MIPS specialty measure set.
· Working on changes to the registry engagement with MIPS. Our concern is during the
pandemic, many registries were not optimally engaged since reporting to MIPs was not a
priority to providers dealing with COVID-related issues in their offices, so penalizing doctors for
not posting their MIPS data may not be the best pathway.
Respectfully submitted,
Winnie Tseng, OD, MBA
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Congratulations to Dr. Sylvio Dupuis
Recipient of the inaugural
NHOA
Community Impact Award
This new NHOA award is to recognizes and appreciate the impact
that our members have on the community-at-large in advancement
of the profession of Optometry.
Dr. Sylvio Dupuis name is synonymous with Manchester. He was born, raised, and still lives in
Manchester today. He attended St. Anselm College and Illinois College of Optometry,
establishing a practice on Manchester’s west side in 1957. Dr. Dupuis was awarded the NHOA
OD of the Year in 1967 and served as NHOA President from June 1969 to June 1970.
The list of Dr. Dupuis community involvement is extensive, including serving on the board of
directors of BankEast, Energy North, the New Hampshire Charitable Trust, and the Currier
Gallery of Art. He served as mayor of Manchester from 1972 to 1975 leaving to become founding
President of Catholic Medical Center. He has also served as Commissioner of the Department of
Health and Human Services and NH State Insurance Commissioner. Additionally, Dr. Dupuis has
served on the boards of Notre Dame College, the New England College of Optometry, and the
Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences.

A look back at what was in the 2012 Summer NHOA OD 10 years ago…
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From the AOA Week in Focus (August 18, 2022)

(Con nued on page 7)
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WONDERFUL NEWS! The state of New Hampshire is fortunate to have more Doctors of Optometry
offering treatment for your patients who suffer binocular vision issues and those who are in need of
vision rehabilitation after concussion/brain injury! As I mature, I work to encourage more doctors to
do this kind of work, especially if I should ever need their services!
There is such a huge need for this important patient care, and I am pleased to encourage your
referrals to the newest doctors practicing from a neuro-developmental approach in the state:
1. Dr. Catherine Radakovic has 19 years’ experience and her Fellowship in the College of
Optometrists in Vision Development (COVD). She opened Inspire Vision in my previous
location in Concord in May, retaining the same phone number used by my office, there. I
am relieved to entrust the care of my former patients in that location to Dr. Radakovic, as I
direct my attention to promoting neuroscience research from a clinical perspective through
my work with the Society for Brain Mapping and Therapeutics.
2. Dr. Catherine Vishton is practicing mostly primary eye care at Laconia Eye & Laser in
Laconia but has a background in binocular vision. She has graciously agreed to help me
get the COVD study group in this state up and running, again. Please let us know if you
are interested in doing at least basic level vision therapy/rehabilitation in your office, and
we will let you know when our first meeting is (probably virtual, or at least hybrid). We can
discuss cases or new research or topics of interest such as Syntonics (optometric
phototherapy).
3. Dr. Nik Moore at Harbor Eyecare and Visual Victory Training in Portsmouth is working
with me to help both children learn how to get their visual systems working and patients
who suffer from brain injury/concussion to rehabilitate!
I am hoping to attract more doctors to do this kind of patient care in our state– perhaps in Nashua,
Keene and Conway, and maybe up into the Berlin area! If you are practicing in this area of
optometry, please reach out to me so I can include you in our virtual (sometimes in person) “study
group” , mentioned, above. We will be “meeting” once per quarter to share research and cases and
generally support each other in changing patients’ lives! I can best be reached at
doctoramy@visualvictorytraining.com if you are interested in our study group or have questions
about who would be a good referral for one of these doctors. I am delighted that we encourage intraprofessional referrals for best patient care.
Dr. Amy Pruszenski

(Please note that Dr. Vishton is not an NHOA member.)

Happy Veterans Day!
Friday, November 11
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Save the Dates: NHOA 2023 CE Schedule
The NHOA 2023 CE schedule has been set with locations to be announced. Per our recent
surveys and the transitions in CE format, our events team will provide two live, virtual series
of education and two live, in-person single day continuing education events. You can expect
to receive education accounting for all of your category 1 requirements, including glaucoma,
if you attend all of the NHOA continuing education events.
Wednesday, March 22nd & Thursday, March 23rd, virtual series
Wednesday, April 12th, in-person
Wednesday, September 20th, live in-person (ANNUAL meeting with CPR)
Wednesday, November 8th & Thursday, November 9th , virtual
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Thank you to our NHOA Annual Meeting Sponsors!
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